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AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU 
TO SERVE NEW LONDON 
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A new history of New London was proposed at 
the 1956 annual meeting of the Society, The 
suggestion was offered that the publication 
of this work could be made in 1960 to co- 
incide with the centennial of the second 
edition of Miss Caulkins' work. 


The response to this proposal was immediate 
and enthusiastic. Many of our membership 
offered assistance as needed, and a much 
wider circle expressed interest in the pro- 
ject. 


As time progressed we were able to perceive 
dimly the problems that confronted us. An 
outstanding author, a professional writer of 
history, must be found. The telling of the 
New London story would demand the most dis- 
ciplined and sustained effort. A suitable 
candidate for the job would require suitabie 
compensation. 


We were invited to consider the inclusion of 
the New London history in a series of Con- _ 
necticut town histories bearing the endorse- 
ment of the Connecticut League of Historical 
Societies. Such endorsement would be given 
only with the approval of a competent board 
of editors, 


Metnods of publication were debated. We were 
determined to keep the price of the book with- 
in the reach of the average buyer. Kind 
Friends with experience in the publication 
Field offered valuable advice. 
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We are happy to present to you the fol- 
lowing report of progress. 


Authors--two of them--have been found in 
the writing team of Mr. Odell Shepard 
and his son, Mr. Willard Shepard, of Jor- 
dan Cove, Odell Shepard, former lieu- 
tenant-governor of the state, and Pul- 
itzer prize winning author, knows New 
Londen and Connecticut as few others do, 
Willard has collaborated with his father 
on historical novels and is a mature 
author in his own right. Their lively 
and scholarly treatment of the history 
is certain to add new readers to their 
present large public, 


The income from a generous gift to the 
society many years ago by its former 
president, Mr. Ernest E. Rogers, has 
provided a sum of nearly $5000. to be 
used toward payment of the publication 
costs of the history. 


We are faced with the immediate problem 
of raising $5000. to cover the authors' 
fee, in order that work may begin in 
time to make the 1960 publication date 
reasonably certain. 


This is a tremendous undertaking. We 
are willing to go ahead because we be- 
lieve it is our duty to try to make this 
dream come true, Once in a great while 
-~a few times during our lives--we are 
given an opportunity like this to assist 
in the realization of an effort that has 
its roots deep within us, The urge to 
teil our story, the story of men and 


women who shared a community's blessings and rest of the house, was enhanced by extr= 

misfortunes, is common to us all. outlining with molding and engaged lonic 
pilasters were set in the corners of the. 

Letters will be mailed shortly to the member- room. The fireplace too had been elaborat 


ship of the Society and to a much greater ed. An extra carved molding outlined the 
circle of townfolk and those across the overmantel panel, and it was enclosed by 
nation whose roots are fn New London. Yoti the engaged pilasters at either end, 

will be asked to contribute as much as you There were ten bands of carved molding be~- 


possibly can pledge to the financing of the tween the fireplace surround and the cor- 
New London history. A number of large gifts nice. This extra fancy work contrasted 
are needed, No gift will be too small. oddly with the other rooms. 


Let us add your name to the list of those who A two-inch thick door at the west end of 
contribute to the New London history. Please the hall was fitted with extraordinarily 
help the Society to do this job. Please fee] handsome wrought iron hinges, Each must 
your obligation to participate in this real have been thirty inches long. The door 
community effort. Through your gifts and opened onto a covered porch which ran the 
pledges we will be able to offer our town a length of the house, and was reached from 
new telling of its wonderfully human story. the ground by a flight of (perhaps) four- 
teen steps. Under the porch was a door 


NOTES ON THE DEMING HOUSE | which opened into the well lighted base- 
IN COLCHESTER ment rooms, one of which must have been 
the original kitchen, since there were no 
The Janathan Deming house In Colchester is facilities for cooking on the first floor, 


being torn down to make way for the Universal 
Food Store parking lot. The house is of in- Between the two rooms on the north side of 
terest because it is at present the center of the house (Mrs, Deming's side after her 
a great deal of discussion as to its building,husband's death) was a closet opening in- 
and because it was connected with Freemasonry to both rooms. This avoided the cold 
In this area, The latter interest will be halls in the winter time, 
covered in the Spring Bulletin, 

The attic over the ballroom was a fairly 
The house was the familiar central hall Geor- targe storage place, reached by a winding 
gian mansion with two rooms on each side, On stair from one of the smail rooms off the 
the third floor is a ballroom, with a small ballroom. There was a skylight towards 
dormered room at each corner, The ballroom the west, The huge beams were marked for 
had a fireplace on the north side and dormers their positions with a series of chisel 
at each end. The flat plaster walls had the gouges to be matched, 
effect of a completely paneled room by the 


skilful use of paint in shades of brown, Jonathan Deming of North Lyme married 
light blue and white applied in a trompe Alice, daughter of the Reverend Thomas 


l'oeil style, This "paneling!! was set off by and Mary (Thompson) Skinner of Colchester 
bands of conventional design painted In the in 1767. In 1768 Deming bought his land 
same colors on both walls and ceiling. . from Roger Clark and by July 1769 had 


: ok : P : built his house and store with Henry 
The eight principal rooms retained their fine Champion providing two-thirds of the 


paneled fireplace walls, and two of the fire- Engiish and West India goods which paid 
places were set with tiles. All of the in- for it By March 1778 Deming was able 
terior trim was very beautiful. It was fine 4, pay off this debt, and Champion was 

in proportion and confined chiefly to the no longer a partner - the mercantile 
fireplace wails, The carving of the moldings bustnecs Jonathan died in 1788 In the 
in the cornices was exquisite, but not obtru- inventor? his estate amounted tn 6482 
sive. The overmantel panels were plain, but and the house and land was valued at 
with some variety between the rooms, The ¥ 1500. There was a distribution of the 
whole effect was serene, rich and exceeding- estate in 1801 when the house went to 


ly refined, | Jonathan's son David, with his mother, 
The drawing room and hal! were more elaborate 298/n a widow, retaining hal f~occupancy 


than the other rooms. In the hall every or her life time, At David's death the 
trick of light and shade known to the joiner house was sold at auction to satisfy his 
was employed, The drawing room paneling, creditors, He had a calico factory in 


while basically of the same pattern as the 


Hebron. The subsequent history of the 

house is bound up with the Felton and Wil- 
lard families and before its end it was even 
a rooming house for a short time. The house 
has been purchased by two Connecticut dea- 
lers and the paneling will undoubtedly be 
sold, It is good to feel that these ex- 
amples of a master craftsman will continue 
to delight the eye of the beholder, 


Architectural historians are puzzled about 
the real origin of the house, There is a 
town tradition that it was built by Isaac 
Fitch of Lebanon. There Is also a feeling 
that some of the more elaborate decoration 
may be of later date and may have been ap- 
plied by a known or unknown hand. At present 
there are two or more candidates for this 
honor, but there is no proof to offer for 
any of them. Much more research among such 
records as are available may turn up the 
answer. . These attributions of old houses 
must be made on circumstantial evidence, 
since there are rarely records to support 
them. All Bulletin articles on old houses 
are subject to correction when evidence may 
turn up to prove us wrong, What we publish 
seems, on the facts available, to be true; 
we also try to avoid making statements of 
fact which we cannot uphold, 


Elmer D. Keith of Wallingford has measured 
the house and had it photographed, He has 
generously offered to share this work with 
the Society so we can have a record in our 
Files, William L. Warren of Litchfield 
found for us the documents on the Deming 
family and estate. 


lt fis perhaps fitting that the site of the 
house should go back into the world of com- 
merce. Deming's store with its stock of 
the newest in English and West India goods 
must have been a meeting place for the 
ladies, This function [is today served as 
well by the supermarket. - - L.P.L, 


SOCIETY TO HOLD OPEN HOUSE 
FEBRUARY 22ND 


The Society will hold its annual Open House 
Day on Washington's Birthday. The Mansion: 
will be open to-the membership and to all 
interested residents of New London and vi- 
cinity from two to five o'clock. Refresh- 
ments will be served from three o'clock on, 


This yeariy event provides an opportunity 
for New Londoners to meet and visit in the 
nouse where history was made during the 

years of the Revolution. Selections from 


the Society's notable documentary col- 
lection will be made to offer visual evi- 
dence of the friendship enjoyed by the 
Shaw family with General Washington, Com- 
mander Hopkins, Governor Trumbull and 
other notables. | 


The younger generations will be particu- 
larly welcome, for to many of them this 
will provide the first opportunity to see 
a house containing authentic 18th and 19th 


century furnishings and portraits. 


Those of our membership who are willing 
to act on this occasion as escorts for 
groups of unattended children are re- 
quested to get in touch with Miss Helen 
l. Fraser, the Society's secretary, 


GIFT HELPS SOCIETY TO PAY 
FOR CAULKINS PORTRAIT 


A most generous contribution from Miss 
Marion E, Clarke, former secretary of the 
Society, has made it possible to complete 
payment for the Ralph Earl portrait of 
Pember Caulkins. 


This excellent companion portrait to 
Joanna Burnham Perkins Caulkins, wife of 
Pember, is by an 18th century artist 

whose work challenges comparison with the 
best painting by his contemporaries either 
here or in England. The fact that the 
subject, Pember Caulkins, was a member by 
marriage of the Shaw family, makes his 
portrait valuable for genealogical reasons. 


The importance of the Society's portrait 
collection is evidenced by the fact that 
Earl's painting of Thomas Shaw has been 

on loan since November to the Brooklyn 
Museum, Several requests for photographic 
prints of this portrait have came to the 
Society from art galleries and museums as 
a result of this loan to Brooklyn's ''Face 
of America'' show. 


Miss Clarke's gift climaxes a campaign for 
Funds which brought enough from our mem- 
bership and friends to pay one-half the 
total cost of the portrait. Thanks go 

to her and to all whose contributions 
helped to make possible the realization 

of our goal, 


FEBRUARY MEETING OF LEAGUE SOME NEW ACCESSIONS 
TO BE IN NEW HAVEN es 

7 A 19th century bank of metal and wood in 

The winter meeting of the Connecticut’League the form of a ship's hull mounted ona 

of Historical Societies will be held’on 15" x 7'' base has been presented to the 

Saturday, February 15 at the New Haven Society by Mrs. Alfred M. Heaton. This 

Colony Historical Society, 114 Whitney Ave. bank, of a type formerly seen on ship- 
en: board and in waterfront saloons, bears 

Registration will be from 10 to 10:30. The the words ''For the shipwrecked. For 


morning session will feature a talk by Dr, food and clothing.'' A wide slot and a 
Harold J. Bingham, professor of history at padlock are features of this former money- 
the Teachers’ College of Connecticut, Dr. raising device. Ship crews were expected 


Bingham, who has been commissioned to write to contribute on payday. 
a history of Connecticut, will speak on : 


"The Legend of Liberty: a revaluation of Mr. L. E. Battin of Niantic has given 
the Andros regime in Connecticut," another [9th century costume, a blue and 
brown taffeta bodice and skirt and a pair 
The afternoon speakers will be Dr. Robert of gold slippers, owned by a member of 
J. Craig of the Cheshire society, who will his family. Mr. Battin is a direct des- 
 réviewehkwsxexperiences at the historical cendant of John Bigelow, I8th century 
seminars in Cooperstown, N. Y., and Mr, sailing master. 


Ralph Thomas, curator and librarian of the 
New Haven society, who will talk on objects Our cordial thanks to Dr. Frank E. Wilson 
setected from the Museum's collections. Mr. for his continuing gifts of American 


Thomas will attempt to identify unusual Heritage. A file of the past year's 
items which members bring in. His talk will issues bring us up to date on this valu- 
be followed by a tour of the museum, — able publication,. 


Those who attend are requested to bring 
their own box lunches, Coffee and dessert 
will be provided by the host society, 
Flease remember that your membership in 
the New London society includes membership 
in the Connecticut League. You are cordial- 
ly invited to attend this meeting and to | 
bring as guests any friends interested in The Society's telephone number Is 
local history. Gibson 3-1209 
The Mansion is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 1 to 4, 


For Your Information — 


Custodians in residence: 
ey Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Holmes: , a 
From The New London County Historical .. Secretary and Curator:Miss Helen !. Fraser 
Society, Shaw Mansion | | 
li Blinman Street 
New London, Connecticut 
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